	Contra Costa College


	Course Outline


	Department & Number
	Speech 141
	Number of Weeks
	18

	Course Title
	Argumentation and Debate
	Lecture Hours
	0-36

	
	
	Lab Hours
	 0-126

	Prerequisite
	
	Arranged Hours
	

	Co-requisite
	
	Units
	0.5-4


	COURSE/CATALOG DESCRIPTION


	This course provides students with the opportunity to learn about different styles of argumentation and debate. Students will learn how to critically analyze a variety of current event topics and present arguments on both sides of the issues.


	COURSE OBJECTIVES

	At the completion of the course the student will be able to:


	Define the concept of debate

	Demonstrate a knowledge of critical thinking skills in relation to current events

	Research and have a strong knowledge of a variety of current social issues, and the different perspectives surrounding those issues

	Demonstrate a strong knowledge of the logical fallacies

	Demonstrate an understanding of some of the basic theoretical perspectives, including various value reference points such as egalitarianism, utilitarianism and libertarianism


  COURSE CONTENT: (In detail; attach additional information as needed and include percentage breakdown)

	25
	%
	Orientation to Debate

Including some history of debate

The functions of debate in society

The benefits of studying debate

Formats and style of debates

Argumentation burdens

	25
	%
	Process of analysis

The nature of propositions

Analysis to discover and clarify issues

Systems of analysis

Research and evidence in debate

Discovery of evidence sources

Recording and rearranging evidence

Using evidence effectively

Standards for evaluating evidence

	25
	%
	Reasoning in debate

Types of reasoning

Models of reasoning

Standards for evaluating reasoning

Logical Fallacies

Affirmative and negative strategies

In Cross-Examination

In case and block construction

In Affirmative and negative speeches

In topicality and definition disputes

	25
	%
	Refutation and rebuttal

Strategies and special methods

Affirmation considerations

Negative Considerations

Judging Debates

Judging models

Problems and strategies in judging models

Ethics in debates

Ethical Considerations of means

Ethical considerations of ends

Ethical considerations in various contexts


	METHODS OF INSTRUCTION


	Methods to achieve course objectives:

Lectures, discussions, reading, writing

Demonstrations

Performance of students

Individual conferences

Field Trips

Decisions and critiques of judges

	Methods used in achieving learner independence and critical thinking:

Students will independently apply critical standards of analysis, reasoning, evidence, construction to their own oral and written composition.
Students will apply the same critical standards in the evaluation of arguments made by fellow students during in-class exercises and as critics of interscholastic and public debates


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS


	Textbook Title:
	Burden of Proof

	 Author:
	Mark R. Crossman 

	        Publisher:


	Thomson

	   Edition/Date:


	93h edition/2006


	COURSE EXPECTATIONS (List estimated average number of hours per week)


	Weekly reading assignments: 1-2 hrs.

	Weekly writing assignments: 1-2 hrs.

	Other performance assignments: 1-4 hrs.


STUDENT EVALUATION: (Show percentage breakdown for evaluation instruments)
	30
	%
	Class Debates (Oral presentations & written essays of debate cases for or against topics)

	30
	%
	Partner Debates (Oral presentations & written essays of debate cases for or against topics)

	10
	%
	Quizzes

	10
	%
	Class Participation

	20
	%
	Critique of Debates 


	  GRADING POLICY (Choose LG, CR/NC, or SC)

	 
	90% - 100% = A 
	
	70% and above = Credit
	X
	90% - 100% = A

	
	80% -   89% = B                                   Below 70% = No Credit                                          80% -   89% = B

	
	70%  -  79% = C                                                                                                                     70%  -  79% = C

	
	60%  -  69% = D                                                                                                                     60%  -  69% = D

	
	Below   60% = F                                                                                                                     Below   60% = F

	                                                                                                                                                          70% and above = Credit

	                                                                                                                                                          Below 70% = No Credit


	Prepared by:
	Connie Anderson


	Course New/Revision Date:
	Spring 09

	Course Effective Date:
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